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Confucian Orthodoxy and Political Orthodoxy:A Probe into
ZENG Guofan's Political and Ethical Thoughts

ZENG Wansheng
(College of Public Administration s Hunan Normal University ,Changsha 410081,China)

Abstract: The extant texts and discourses of ZENG Guofan contain rich political and ethical thoughts.
Tracing the source,what Zeng Guofan had been persistently committed to,sincerely believed in,respect-
fully fulfilled and strongly defended during his politicaland military career were the Confucian orthodoxy
and the political orthodoxy of the Qing Court. Focusing on Confucian orthodoxy and political orthodoxy,
Zeng vigorously advocated the political and ethical propositions of rule by rites and ethic, of humanistic
pragmatism and of strengthening politics with talents,trying to seek a certain anchoring force or path for
the continuation of Confucian orthodoxy and political orthodoxy through his own understanding and en-
lightenment.

Key words: Confucian orthodoxy;political orthodoxy; ZENG Guofan;political and ethical thoughts



