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The Compound Plights , Viable Path and Rethink of The Governance of
Wicked Problems: A New Perspective On Network Governance

CHEN Liang'?,XIONG Jing®
(1. School ofMarxism s Shanghai Normal University s Shanghai 200234 ,China ;2. School of

International and Public Affairs ,China Institute for Urban Governance ,

Shanghai Jiao Tong University sShanghai 200240 ,China)

Abstract: Wicked problems are the most concerned social problems in the twenty-first century. With e-

mergence of a large number of wicked problems, the traditional societal governance model has become in-

creasingly ineffective because its poor performance. Based on a reflection of the failure of traditional soci-

etal governance model and the essence of wicked problems,network governance,which take complex re-

flection group as its logical start,improve the production of public values as its goal, by exploring a varie-

ty of forms of governance network,and in which explore several means,such as public value reproduction

in governance networks,the expansion of the deliberation,the adaptability of societal governance in gov-

ernance networks,can improve the governability of wicked problems. However, this does not mean that

network governance is a panacea for all public problems.,in reality, when dealing with the governance of

wicked problems,we should reflect the limits of network governance.

Key words: wicked problems;network governance;reflective rationality; public values



